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chiefs came to visit him under pretence of wishing for his
friendship, and remained a good while in his company, until
seeing an opportunity, one of them attempted to kill him
with a scimitar which he had seized from a Moor; but the
governor perceiving it, immediately drew his sword and
defended himself, so they ran away without doing any harm.
Then the governor, drawing out all his forces, assailed
the natives in various places; and whatever fell into his
hands he committed to fire and sword. The Indians de-
fended themselves valiantly : hut at last, after having waged
war for nine years, finding themselves destroyed and ruined,
nearly all their chiefs and captains dead, and with no more
strength to fight, they submitted to the arbitration and will
of the Spaniards. Thus Montejo shared out the country
according to the royal edict, giving a band of Indians to
each conqueror. Then he built several towns there, that
is, Sevile, Merida, Salamanca, and other places, the greater
part containing from twenty-five to thirty houses.
The governor having thus arranged everything, both for
his own advantage and that of his soldiers, was one day con-
versing with a cacique of that province named Alquinotep,
upwards of a hundred and ten years old; who, although
baptized, frequently wept and sighed on account of his
country having become subject to the Spaniards. Thus he
said: "Signer Montejo, in times past, when I was a lad,
there came a general disease so severe that men vomited
worms, whence a great mortality ensued, so that we really
expected all to die. And not long before thy arrival there
occurred two very direful battles between us and the Mexi-
cans, occasioning the death of upwards of a hundred and
fifty thousand men. Yet all these events were nothing com-
pared with the great craelties committed by thee and thy
soldiers upon us!"
This country is very rocky, yet fertile in fruits and maize,
and abounding in fish; men are sacrificed here, but their